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Fatu hiva monarch - Young chick - 2 days old © MBZ Fund
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[L-R] Her Excellency Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak, Managing Director of the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund. © MBZ Fund. Basem Ahmed Rabia was one of the first grant recipient from the Fund for the
protection of the Egyptian tortoise.

tion, with many new populations and habitats discovered. These accom-
plishments are a testament to our unique focus on supporting threatened
species - making the Fund a global leader in species conservation.

We prioritise support for critically endangered, endangered, and lesser-
known species, with an average grant size of USD 9,000, significantly
contributing to“reversing thered” on the IUCN Red List. Beyond funding,
we are deeply committed to nurturing early career conservationists,
with 63 per cent of our grantees in this period receiving their first grant,
representing the next generation of conservation leaders. We also ensure
project continuity, as evidenced by the 1,011 repeat grants awarded,
underscoring our sustained impact.

In our commitment to inclusivity, we recognise the pivotal role of indig-
enous communities, youth, and particularly women in conservation.
Women, often the most affected by environmental challenges, are also
potent agents of change. Over the past two years, we have supported over
80 women leading projects, investing approximately USD 800,000 in
their efforts in developing countries.

This article is a reflection of what we have achieved together with our
global partners and supporters worldwide. The steadfast support from
conservationists globally has been crucial in our shared mission. As we
look forward to the future, we are excited about the possibilities that lie
ahead and the continued path towards a sustainable future for all species
and the communities they sustain. After 15 years, our journey is far from
over; itis, in fact, just beginning.

HE Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak, Managing Director of the Mohamed
bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund
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In January 2008, the leadership of the IUCN Species Survival Commis-
sion [SSC] convened in Al Ain for the first of a series of transformative
meetings that profoundly shaped the direction, growth, and integra-
tion of species conservation efforts within both IUCN and the SSC. This
important gathering played a crucial role in the establishment of the
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund which was launched
later that year at the IUCN World Conservation Congress.

This year marks 15-years of species conservation and our journey has been
marked with dedication and significant contributions to global conser-
vation efforts which has been nothing short of remarkable. We started
with a vision to establish a robust global conservation funder. In June, 15
years ago, the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund pledged its
allegiance to conservation globally by funding 22 projects. By the end of
our inaugural year, we had committed nearly USD 2 million across over
130 projects. Since then, our efforts have only grown, culminating in USD
25.7 million allocated, aiding 2,742 grantees across 174 countries and es-
tablishing partnerships with 1,516 conservation allies.

These achievements are not just numbers but are real in impact: 1,709
species and subspecies have been brought back from the brink of extinc-

Fatu Hiva Monarch chick in nest. © MBZ Fund
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Tlalocohyla celeste frog © MBZ Fund

ing partnership highlights how sustained support can drive mean-
ingful progress in conservation, leading to lasting results for the
Egyptian tortoise population.”

EVERY SPECIES MATTERS

The Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund firmly believes
that every species holds essential conservation significance. By rec-
ognising the critical role of small grants, the Fund focuses on of-
ten-overlooked species that may not receive mainstream attention.
These less charismatic species are vital for ecosystem health and
require support for their survival.

We are committed to making a meaningful difference through
small grants driven by experienced and passionate conservation-
ists. Every species, irrespective of its geographic location or recog-
nition level, plays a crucial role in the intricate web of life on Earth.
Whether we support endangered species or those with limited
knowledge, we are dedicated to safeguarding the diverse building
blocks of our planet’s biodiversity.

Some remarkable projects supported by the Fund include efforts fo-
cused on the Fatu Hiva monarch, the newly discovered Tlalocohyla
celeste frog in Costa Rica, and the rediscovery of the Emirati leaf-
toed gecko.
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Egyptian tortoise. Image courtesy of Basem Ahmed Rabia

IT ALL STARTS WITH SOMEBODY

In June, 15 years ago, the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund
pledged its allegiance to conservation globally by funding 22 projects.
Among the first recipients was a young man from Egypt dedicated to
protecting the Egyptian tortoise. It is particularly fitting that Basem
Ahmed Rabia received funding once again for the same species in the
latest round of grants in 2023.

Has the Fund’s support changed or impacted your life in any way?
The Fund’s support has profoundly influenced my professional and aca-
demic journey. The financial assistance provided has been instrumental
in advancing my research on the critically endangered Egyptian tortoise,
particularly in the areas of photo identification and comprehensive con-
servation measures. This support has facilitated crucial aspects of my
work, including field studies, data collection, and community engage-
ment. The Fund’s backing has transformed my ability to contribute
meaningfully to the conservation of the Egyptian tortoise and its ecosys-
tem, impacting not just my professional pursuits but also the broader
goal of ensuring the long-term survival of this species.”

What notable changes have you witnessed in your dealings with the
Fund and your project’s progress between 2009 and 2023?

“Since receiving my first MBZ Conservation Fund grant in 2009 to pur-
chase cameras for mark-recapture studies on the Egyptian tortoise, the
project has made significant advancements. With renewed support
in 2023, I have been able to deepen this essential work. The consistent
backing from MBZ has been vital in helping us track critical data and
strengthen conservation efforts for this endangered species. This ongo-
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Critically endangered spiny butterfly ray. Image courtesy of Emina Karalic
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As biological diversity continues to decline and species face extinction,
new discoveries are critical for providing second chances at survival. One
such project involved identifying a new species within the Hylidae family
in a single wetland in Northern Costa Rica. Initially unknown at the time
of application in 2022, this species has since been named Tlalocohyla celeste.
In collaboration with the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation
Fund, the Costa Rica Wildlife Foundation developed Tlaloc Conservation
to protect the only known population of this species.

While the Fund supports global initiatives, it also champions local species
making strides toward safety. One such species is the rare Emirati leaf-
toed gecko, which, though less illustrious than the Oryx, the national
animal of the UAE, is perilously close to extinction.

66 While the Fund supports global
initiatives, it also champions local
species making strides toward
satety. One such species is the
rarec Emirati leat-toed gecko,
which, though less illustrious
than the Oryx, the national
animal of the UAL, is perilously
close to extinction. 99
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[L-R] Emirati leaf-toed gecko. Fatu Hiva Monarch - feeding. © MBZ Fund

Take, for instance, the Fatu Hiva monarch, a bird endemic to
French Polynesia and listed as Critically Endangered by the [UCN
Red List, with fewer than 20 individuals remaining. This species
has faced a catastrophic decline since the 1990s and is now con-
fined to just 29 hectares in the Tai’u’ valley.

An initiative focused on anti-malaria management and sup-
plementary feeding programmes, supported by the Fund, has
enabled researchers to produce insects on the remote Fatu Hiva
Island, supplying feeders three times a week. Every juvenile
produced in 2022 has been observed using these feeders, as con-
firmed by trail camera monitoring.

Additionally, mosquito traps were strategically placed around
active nests at the start of the incubation period since fledglings
are more susceptible to malaria than adults. Although changing
batteries every three days and collecting trapping liquid weekly is
demanding, itis already yielding positive results.
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Critically endangered spiny butterfly ray in the Mediterranean Sea. Image courtesy of Emina Karalic.
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Geckos play a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance by preying
on insects, yet conservation efforts are essential to prolong the survival of
this unique endemic vertebrate in the UAE. Answering the call to protect
this species, the Fund has partnered with Professor Salvador Carranza
and his team to ensure the future of this remarkable cold-blooded, air-
breathing vertebrate in Fujairah.

SUPPORTING YOUNG CONSERVATIONISTS

“Recognising that people drive these efforts, our commitment goes be-
yond funding,” says Nicolas Heard, Acting Director General of the MBZ
Fund. “We focus on supporting early-career conservationists. Over the
past 15 years, we have supported 63 per cent of our recipients as first-time
grant recipients.”

Here’s what a few members of the next generation, who are making
a difference, have to say:

“I am sincerely grateful for the invaluable support provided by the Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund. Receiving this grant has
been transformative, enabling us to pursue critical research and initia-
tives to bridge knowledge gaps regarding the Fishing cat [Prionailurus
viverrinus] in Pakistan, the western most limit of its global range. Less
than three years ago, we knew virtually nothing about this species in
terms of its distribution, status, and threats, but that has all changed.
The funding has not only served as a financial boost but also signifies
a belief in our vision and mission. My grant has laid a foundation for
long-term impact in our field, benefiting a multitude of local wildlife
species. Thank you, MBZSCF, for empowering us to make a meaningful
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Scimitar horned oryx and calf. © MBZ Fund
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THE CRITICALLY ENDANGERED SPINY BUTTERFLY RAY
EminaKarali¢isleading efforts to protect the spiny butterfly ray [Cymnura
altavela], a critically endangered batoid species characterised by its
unique body shape, which is twice as wide as it is long. Mediterranean
populations of this species have declined by over 8o per cent in the
past two decades, and due to the absence of MEDITS surveys, there are
concerns about its potential disappearance from much of the northern
Mediterranean Sea.

Recent findings, including the discovery of a gravid female in Albania,
have shed new light on the situation. Thanks to a grant from the Fund,
Emina and her team made five significant discoveries between 2022 and
2023, emphasising the urgent need for conservation actions and enhanced
monitoring efforts. The presence of gravid females and juveniles in Vloré
suggests this area may serve as a crucial nursery ground, highlighting
the need to protect these habitats from threats such as illegal fishing,
habitat loss, pollution, and disturbance.

It is clear from these examples that conservation is not something that
can be achieved by any one group. It is an all-of-society issue, requiring
an all-of-society solution. We need governments, businesses, philan-
thropies, multilateral institutions, and individuals working together.
We have been fortunate to build strong partnerships, particularly with
Abu Dhabi-based organisations such as Mubadala Investment Corpora-
tion, Dolphin Energy, and the National Aquarium Abu Dhabi, alongside
the support of His Highness the President, the Abu Dhabi Government,
and the Presidential Court. Our relationships with global partners, such
as the Global Environment Facility [GEF], emphasise the need for multi-
lateral cooperation.

The Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund was built from the
ground up, and its success is a testament to the collective efforts of all
who have contributed. A seed was planted 15 years ago during the IUCN
Species Survival Commission Specialist Group Chairs meeting in Al Ain
in 2008, but our journey is only beginning. Together, we can ensure that
the next 15 years will be even more impactful than the last.
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difference and for being a catalyst in our journey toward positive change
in wildlife conservation and research in Pakistan.” Zafeer Shaikh on fishing
cat projects in Pakistan

“The support from the MBZ Fund has been a game-changer for our
conservation efforts. Leading a dedicated team and volunteers, including
scouting over 220 km at night in search of the elusive Omani owl, the
funding enabled us to acquire essential equipment. We are currently
conducting crucial acoustic and camera surveys within Wadi Wurayah
National Park, Fujairah. Beyond the tangible tools, this grant has
rekindled my passion for these incredible creatures and solidified my
commitment to their well-being. The impact of the funding reaches far
beyond equipment; it has empowered me to amplify my efforts in ways I
cannot fully express.” Sami Majeed on owl conservation in the UAE

WOMEN IN CONSERVATION

In our commitment to inclusivity, we recognise the pivotal role of indig-
enous communities, youth, and particularly women in conservation.
Women, often the most affected by environmental challenges, are also
powerful agents of change. Over the past two years, The Fund have sup-
ported over 80 women leading projects, investing approximately USD
800,000 in their efforts in developing countries.

Most recently, Daniela Torres rediscovered a fungus thought to be extinct
for over 4o years, and Emina Karali¢ is bringing new insights into the
critically endangered spiny butterfly ray in the Mediterranean Sea.

REDISCOVERED AFTER 40 YEARS!

The Big Puma Fungus [Austroomphaliaster nahuelbutensis] was found in Chile’s
Nahuelbuta Mountains by the Fungi Foundation and Fundacién Nahuel-
buta, thanks to the support of the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conserva-
tion Fund and other donors.

This thrilling rediscovery followed the path of mycologist Norberto Gar-
rido’s 1980s expedition, occurring exactly 4o years after he originally
identified the big puma fungus. The find was made on the sixth day
of the expedition during a community hike and was later confirmed
through DNA analysis in the lab.

Scimitar horned oryx calves in the wild. © MBZ Fund



